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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 22-26, 32-36, 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schlack et al. (United States Patent Application Publication 
2002/0129368), in view of Zimmerman (United States Patent Application Publication 
2002/0140728), herein referenced as Schlack and Zimmerman, respectively. 

Regarding claim 22, Schlack discloses "an information providing apparatus (set- 
top box 220) for providing added-value information associated with content viewing 
selection" ([0069], [0127], Fig. 2A). The apparatus comprising: 

"a viewing log (viewer profile 293) information acquiring block for acquiring a 
viewing log associated with viewing of content by a user" ([0135], Fig. 2B, i.e. the VCPS 
monitors the interactivity of the viewers to generate a viewer profile); 

"a content-associated information acquiring block for acquiring information 
associated with each piece of content included in a viewing log" ([0071], [0127], [0160]- 
[0166], [0168]); 

"an added-value information generating block for measuring an appearance 
frequency for each attribute type in content-associated information aggregated for each 
user to generate added information associated with content viewing selection on the 
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basis of a predetermined number of attribute values of attribute values ranked high in 
appearance frequency in each attribute type ([0175], [0176], [0184], [0190], [0191], Fig. 
16, 20, 23-24). 

Schlack fails to explicitly disclose "a presentation-information transmitting block 
for transmitting a signal to present added-information to a user". 

Zimmerman discloses "a presentation-information transmitting block for 
transmitting a signal to present added-information to a user" ([0012], [0021], [0023], 
Figs. 1-3). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply 
the technique of displaying added-information to a user as taught by Zimmerman, to 
improve the profiling system of Schlack for the predictable result of enabling the user to 
see their viewing preferences profile so that they can determine their favorite genres or 
programs. 

Regarding claim 23, Schlack discloses that "said viewing log information 
acquiring block acquires, as a viewing log, at least one operation log of viewing, 
recording, timer-recording setting, voting or evaluation, and purchase executed by the 
user" ([0160]-[0166], [0168]). 

Regarding claim 24, Schlack discloses that "said viewing log information 
acquiring block acquires, via a communication route ([0128], i.e. user interface 224), 
viewing log information acquired on a device for receiving or recording/reproducing 
content by the user, aggregates acquired viewing log information for each user" ([0135], 
[0175], [0176], [0184], [0213]); 
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"said content-associated information acquiring block searches a content 
information database storing attribute information of each piece of content to acquire 
content-associated information" ([0073], [0135], i.e. the profile engine searches the 
program database and correlates the program data with recorded events to produce a 
user profile). 

Schlack fails to explicitly disclose that "said presentation-information transmitting 
block presents added-information to the user via said communication route". 

Zimmerman discloses that "said presentation-information transmitting block 
presents added-information to the user via said communication route" ([0012], [0021], 
[0023], Figs. 1 -3, i.e. one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that the display of 
the user profile would be transmitted to the user via a television display or the like, 
which meets the limitation a "communication route"). Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the technique of displaying added-information 
to a user via a communication route as taught by Zimmerman, to improve the profiling 
system of Schlack for the predictable result of enabling the user to see their viewing 
preferences profile so that they can determine their favorites genres or programs. 

Regarding claim 25, Schlack discloses that "said viewing log information 
acquiring block holds, in a device, viewing log information acquired on said device for 
receiving or recording/reproducing content by the user" [0131]; 

"said content-associated information acquiring block acquires content-associated 
information about each piece of content included in a viewing log via a predetermined 
communication route" ([0127], [0128], [0160]-[0166], [0168]); and 
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"said added-information creating block creates added-information in said device" 
([0175], [0176], [0184], Figs. 17, 20). 

Regarding claim 26, Schlack fails to explicitly disclose that "said presentation- 
information transmitting block presents, to the user, an added information screen that 
includes a list of attribute values high in appearance frequency in each attribute type". 

Zimmerman discloses that "said presentation-information transmitting block 
presents, to the user, an added information screen that includes a list of attribute values 
high in appearance frequency in each attribute type" (([0012], [0021], [0023], Figs. 1-3). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
technique of displaying added-information to a user as taught by Zimmerman, to 
improve the profiling system of Schlack for the predictable result of enabling the user to 
see their viewing preferences profile so that they can determine their favorite genres or 
programs. 

Regarding claims 32-36, claims 32-36 are interpreted and thus rejected for the 
reasons set forth above in the rejection of claims 22-26. Claims 22-26 describe an 
information providing apparatus for providing added-value information associated with 
content viewing selection and claims 32-36 describe a method implementing the 
apparatus. Thus, claims 32-36 are rejected. 

Regarding claim 42, claim 42 is interpreted and thus rejected for the reasons set 
forth above in the rejection of claim 22. Claim 22 describes an information providing 
apparatus for providing added-value information associated with content viewing 
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selection and claim 42 describes a computer program written in a computer-readable 
form. Thus, claim 42 is rejected. 

Claims 27, 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schlack in view of Zimmerman, and in further view of Macrae et al. (United States 
Patent Application Publication 2005/0015803), herein referenced as Macrae. 

Regarding claim 27, Schlack fails to explicitly disclose "an input block for 
accepting an attribute value specification or selecting operation by the user through said 
added-information screen; and a detail added-value information generating block for 
searching, in response to the specification or selection of an attribute value by the user, 
for a piece of content associated with the specified or selected attribute value to 
generate detail added-information on the basis of the obtained piece of content; wherein 
said presentation-information transmitting block presents said detail added-information 
to the user". 

Macrae discloses "an input block for accepting an attribute value specification or 
selecting operation by the user through said added-information screen([0109], [0110], 
i.e. user selects "Info" button 830); and a detail added-value information generating 
block for searching, in response to the specification or selection of an attribute value by 
the user, for a piece of content associated with the specified or selected attribute value 
to generate detail added-information on the basis of the obtained piece of content 
([0109], [01 10], [01 14], Figs. 8-9, i.e. the user selects the "Info" button and the program 
guide applications searches for additional information to display related to the selected 
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show); wherein said presentation-information transmitting block presents said detail 
added-information to the user" ([0114], Fig. 9). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
technique of displaying to the user additional information related to a program as taught 
by Macrae, to improve the profiling system of Schlack for the predictable result of 
enabling the user to request additional information related to the program so that they 
may better understand the content of the program to determine if they wish to view it. 

Regarding claim 37, claim 37 is interpreted and thus rejected for the reasons set 
forth above in the rejection of claim 27. Claim 27 describes an information providing 
apparatus for providing added-value information associated with content viewing 
selection and claim 37 describes a method implementing the apparatus. Thus, claim 37 
is rejected. 

Claims 28-31, 38-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schlack in view of Zimmerman, Macrae, and in further view of Potrebic et al. 
(United States Patent Application Publication 2003/0212708), herein referenced as 
Potrebic. 

Regarding claim 28, Schlack fails to explicitly disclose that "said detail added- 
information generating block searches the viewing log information of the user for a piece 
of content associated with the attribute value and generates detail added-value 
information configured by a list of pieces of content including the viewing log". 
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Potrebic discloses that "said detail added-information generating block searches 
the viewing log information of the user for a piece of content associated with the 
attribute value and generates detail added-value information configured by a list of 
pieces of content including the viewing log" ([0062], [0063], Fig. 7, i.e. the system 
search the viewers log file to inform remind them that the final episode of series that 
they have watched will be airing). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to apply the technique of searching the users viewing log to inform them 
of shows of related to what they watched that might be of interest as taught by Potrebic, 
to improve the profiling system of Schlack for the predictable result of reminding the 
user that a show of interest will be broadcast sometime in the future so that they do not 
miss it. 

Regarding claim 29, Schlack fails to explicitly disclose that "said detail added- 
value information generating block searches schedule information describing future 
content broadcast or distribution schedule for a piece of content associated with the 
attribute value and generates detail added-value information configured by a list of 
pieces of content including a broadcast or distribution schedule time". 

Potrebic discloses that "said detail added-value information generating block 
searches schedule information describing future content broadcast or distribution 
schedule for a piece of content associated with the attribute value and generates detail 
added-value information configured by a list of pieces of content including a broadcast 
or distribution schedule time" ([0062], [0063], Fig. 7). Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the technique of searching schedule 
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information for future content broadcast and generate detailed added-value information 
as taught by Potrebic, to improve the profiling system of Schlack for the predictable 
result of reminding the user that a show of interest will be broadcast sometime in the 
future so that they do not miss it. 

Regarding claim 30, Schlack fails to explicitly disclose "a content operation 
method is presented along with the viewing log on a detail added-value information 
screen, and said input block accepts the specification or selecting operation of content 
by the user on the detail added-value information screen to trigger a corresponding 
operation". 

Potrebic discloses "a content operation method ("Heads Up!" reminder) is 
presented along with the viewing log on a detail added-value information screen, and 
said input block accepts the specification or selecting operation of content by the user 
on the detail added-value information screen to trigger a corresponding operation" 
([0062], [0063], Fig. 7, i.e. the system accepts the specified program in the viewing log 
file and sends the user a text message and email to remind them of a future broadcast). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
technique of displaying a content operation method and triggering a corresponding 
operation as taught by Potrebic, to improve the profiling system of Schlack for the 
predictable result of reminding the user that a show of interest will be broadcast 
sometime in the future so that they do not miss it. 

Regarding claim 31, Schlack fails to explicitly disclose "a content operation 
method is presented along with the viewing log on a detail added-value information 
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screen, and said input block accepts the specification or selecting operation of content 
by the user on the detail added-value information screen to trigger a corresponding 
operation". 

Potrebic discloses "a content operation method ("Heads Up!" reminder) is 
presented along with the viewing log on a detail added-value information screen, and 
said input block accepts the specification or selecting operation of content by the user 
on the detail added-value information screen to trigger a corresponding operation" 
([0062], [0063], Fig. 7, i.e. the system accepts the specified program in the viewing log 
file and sends the user a text message and email to remind them of a future broadcast). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
technique of displaying a content operation method and triggering a corresponding 
operation as taught by Potrebic, to improve the profiling system of Schlack for the 
predictable result of reminding the user that a show of interest will be broadcast 
sometime in the future so that they do not miss it. 

Regarding claim 38-41, claims 38-41 are interpreted and thus rejected for the 
reasons set forth above in the rejection of claims 28-31 . Claims 28-31 describe an 
information providing apparatus for providing added-value information associated with 
content viewing selection and claims 38-41 describe a method implementing the 
apparatus. Thus, claims 38-41 are rejected. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALEXANDER Q. HUERTA whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-3582. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F(Alternate Fridays Off) 
7:30-5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Alexander Q Huerta 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2623 

August 29, 2008 
/Scott Beliveau/ 
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